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:i was born &
"14:- ;861. Ay ﬁaﬁn‘tfﬁr.'m
Grunull Ho-ard both Mtlran or .ﬂaaourk.f.

Our ramily novod :-o the Indlan Tcrritory in the year

< \ <

1875 and nttlnd near the presant town of Pauls Valhy nhich

3

‘was at that u.:uo only a farm :.overi.ng many acroa.

who had m-riad Indlan uomcn ..' f':- i

. _r- mcrfftarmd#nnuland_nmnd_bx_linknmmuaro

AT 4 thcuou.nd. acres ln hia rurm.

P s;n,., puul roxr-_liom tha valiey raa namoﬁﬂe lhiu

who had come with the chlclmsn Im\iana whon thoy were. mvod

into thf‘forﬂtary. and he oontrollad nn ouomoul mannt or

* = b - =

We lator mad ont.o tha -outh aide of Iuhlta R!var and

"

reated ltnd rrom _n -o:nan bar tho ‘nane of Hnrrht Rutor. Sho Fa

was half white nnd hﬂlf Chootal Indisn.‘ Ear hulband n ihitc

m: Joe Hoohr h.d bun ki.llod by n Unltod Statu doputy

nurlhnl, it was Qaid. in a whiskey raid. i

COtton uul uon were thc prlnolpal crops raiaad on M
-




Yor a 1-::5 uu, a1l the rmm mo bnilt cr rau. i

and T om -m. romahcr m rlrat‘bu‘bod ﬂ.rc rcnco el

over uv. I m‘t puturo fuao hclouha.tﬂ nﬂ Gﬂ'ﬁn“;




The ecuntry st that time was under martial law as the
Indian Tribal lsw was no longsr in foree. ’

I remexber San Panl very well. He was killed by his
own son Joe l’!lnl. -

I married .y hugbamd, John W. Winters, ;!:o was born in
1852, end emme to the Indien Territory in 1872. He lived
nesr Fort Gideon tut later eame to Pauls WValley.

In April of 18389, we, my msband and I, started to
Grear County, where we wanted to get land of our o@n and

m=ke 8 homa,

I remember meating mumbers and mumbere of peoples who

wers on their way to make the Run into old Oklahoma. They
were in buggles, wegons of all kinds snd many were on
horasback. -

on April 19, 1889, we settlsd on our elaim, which is
four and one=half miles east and two miles north of the
prasent town of Hlair in Jackson County.

There was no such plsoe as Elair then. It was all

in e big cow range. Tom Jonss, *hose brand was W E T,

controlled thirty-six sactions. T. Witten and Ban Smith

aach owned two or three thousand head of oattle and the

mile shoe (()} ranch.
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of which Uncle Biiltn Nay was ‘boss was a few miles west °
of ma. ‘

¥e built & dugout on ¥hite Oak Hollow and lived in it
for fifteen yoalrs. All of our supplieca we hasuled from Vernon ,
Texas in & Hsmoh

There was & little school hmuse a few miles east of us
on Cottonwood Branch, Here we had church., A Methodict®
Minister by the name of Morgan had a regular appointment.

Qur echildren went to school there and the first tescher
wes 8 man by the name of Badey.

The community hed a pienie at this school house the
°{rst summer we were in Greer anc [ believe it was the best
plenic [ ever attended, [ met and got sequainted with all
the neighbors that day. There were only a few families,
The McElroye, Smiths, Inklebargers, "asteels, Limpkins, Zimns,
Jowetts, end my father's family who were named Howard,
The entertainment was only s basket dinner ani then )

di fferent onos made talks ebout the country and their hopes
i

snd plane for the future.

Qur f.rst crops were of feed for the stock, sweet potatoes,

beans and peas.
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Se¢ Je Jones was the first person in our gmmmnlty éo

plant- cotton and there was wsuch speculation st to whether
; it .

co'ton would grow in the country and {f/should grow'é fow
)

persons thought it would have time to mature on sc~ount of

. the early eold.
Cotton did grow and the cotton lend is now oOne of the
best producing sections of Oklahome.
I have lived on this farm for we proved up on our
elaim, under the law of Texas Territory and under the laws
of the State of Okiahoma. I have lived in Greer "ounty whieh
le now Jackson “ourty ell my life. I have never moved from
the same spot or .hieh *he first dugout was built in thé
year 1889,
I yet own the farm, but oy husband, John ¥. Winters

pessed away several years 8g0.




